
 
 
 
TO:  All Agencies and Providers   
FROM: Finger Lakes Regional EMS Council REMAC 
DATE: November 26, 2007 

REMAC ADVISORY 
 
 
It is the responsibility of the REMAC and its members to ensure that the patients cared 
for by the providers within the region is done so in a fashion that provides the best of 
outcomes.  Over the past few years, Advanced Airway Management has been an 
important procedure for EMS providers, particularly Rapid Sequence Intubation.  As 
more patients are intubated in the field, the risk that the Endotracheal Tube is not in the 
trachea or has become dislodged during transportation and/or transfer and the failure to 
recognize such occurrences puts the patient at serious risk.  This has been a topic of 
discussion locally as well as at the state level by members of the SEMAC.  Currently the 
best way to identify proper position of the Endotracheal Tube or to recognize that the 
Endotracheal Tube has become dislodged is Continuous Waveform Capnography.  
Because of the responsibility of this group to ensure that all patients in the Finger Lakes 
Region have the best care available, the following changes will be made in the 
FLREMAC Protocols  
 
Effective April 1, 2009 ALL agencies that perform RSI will need to verify EVERY 
Endotracheal Tube placement with Continuous Waveform Capnography and affix a 
print out of this to the PCR.  A colorimetric device may be used in the case of 
equipment failure.  Any agency that performs RSI must meet this requirement or cease 
performing RSI until they can do so. 
 
All other agencies that perform Endotracheal Intubation are STRONGLY URGED to 
upgrade equipment to provide Continuous Waveform Capnography for all intubated 
patients.  If an agency cannot upgrade to Continuous Waveform Capnography they 
should consider utilizing a neighboring agency with such capability to assist with patients 
requiring intubation or utilize a ground or air medical service with RSI capability 
 
The FLREMAC urges agencies that are planning on upgrading to make these upgrades as 
soon as possible as it is in the best interests of patient care. 
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